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were stunned to·hear about a flock of pine warblers, 3 males and a female seen at various locations. 
We saw 2 of the males, one of them in a pine tree at Willow Rock. Two males were at the Azalea 
Pond. On the weekend, I saw one bouncing about and flaunting his brilliantl ime-yellow coat high 
in the red maple tree. Another was pecking away at the suet feeder. He was joined by a downy 
woodpecker. They were too busy eating to fight, and there was space for both. Someone should be 
photographing this sight, I said. I turned and there standing beside me peering and clicking behind 
her tripod was Deborah Allen. I don't think either of us had ever seen a warbler at a feeding station 
before. I worried that the new mini-flock of pines had overshot their food supply. But the one in the 
maple seemed to be catching little flying somethings. 

The day Howie and I saw the pine warbler at Willow Rock, George Muller said SAf'E 
"bat." He pointed to a tree trunk directly in front of him. We circled round the dead oak 
and there was a little brown bat, clinging upside down to the bark. T];ie thick fur on its 
back and head gleamed brown, red and gold in the sun. A crowd gathered and the bat 
trembled slightly. Howie was disgusted. His camera was at home and he was out of film. 
Merrill Higgins took pictures of the bat on the weekend. He told me he didn't have his 
flash with him so the bat's face and front remained in deep shadow. His photos capture 
the bat's color and I have removed the shadow from the face to show its pointed muzzle. 
This bat was as big as the palm of my hand. The skin on its ears and folded wings, legs, 
and toes was pink-purple shading to smoky gray-black. Its tiny toes gripped the tree. Its 
tail was wrapped over a bit of bark for extra purchase and the front bend of its folded 
wings was supported on bark ridge. 

The bat spent most of a week in this location and then died. Howie never returned to take its 
picture. He died in his sleep on the night of April 11- 12. Howie was my friend of 25 years, in good 
times and in bad. He could always make people chuckle, and the park is less jolly without him. 
There will be a memorial on a Saturday in mid-May, I hope in our park. As soon as something is 
settled, I will put a notice in the bird book at Loeb Boathouse. For those who wish to attend, bring 
a memory of him you can share with others. 

This April I have been living an old German saying: "Shared sorrow is half sorrow, shared 
joy is double joy." On April 8, New York City Audubon Society paid me the honor of giving me 
their 1999 Grassroots and Media Award. The grassroots part of this award is for exposing thousands 
of people to the beauties of nature through classes and walks of my own and for National Audubon, 
NYC Audubon, Linnaean Society, Central Park Conservancy and New York Public Library. The 
publication part covers a children's book on snails and 3 on pollution, plus bird, butterfly and 
dragonfly pamphlets, and five years of this newsletter. Marcia Fowle, who received a well-deserved 
Major Achievement award that night, graciously told the audience that this newsletter has featured 
and illustrated such topics as mushrooms, stars, waterfowl, bees, turtles, aphids, crayfish, spiders, 
fems, warbler crossbreeds, rabbits and fireflies. Friends from the Wednesday and Sunday classes, 
and birders from the Park who came to share my pleasure, made the evening very special. I am vezy 
grateful to New York City Audubon for this honor. In all my 40 years as a naturalist, this is the first 
award I have ever received. How nice it wasn't posthumous! 

The crew from Turner Television have completed filming the wildlife and people in Central 
Park. It is called "Wild City," a co-production of the National Wildlife Federation and Turner 
Original Productions. Beautiful Isabella Rossellini is host. It airs Wednesday, May 19, 10:05 P.M. 
Eastern time on TBS Superstation. Unless edited out, I wil�_b�_doing nat�e things in a lot of it.
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In 1996, Charles Kennedy offered to take over 
the space and make a butterfly garden. With staff from 
Parks and Centrai Park Conservancy, saplings were 
removed to make new space. The land was 
immediately usurped by Jerusalem artichokes and cup 
plants, which look like sunflowers. They were thinned 
back and 25 Joe-Pye weed were put in. Currently, 
their crowns of small pink flowers ado� plants that 
are 7 ft. tall. 

Charles has added 3 species of violets; turtle-head, a dark green plant named for the shape 
of the flower; boneset, with clusters of small white flowers and opposite leaves that unite aroµnd the 
stem; iron weed, whose deep purple flowers currently stand 8 feet high; and coneflower, which look 
like big pink daisies with high-rise centers. There is pearly everlasting, with flat clusters of small 
white flowers, a cottony stem, and long, thin leaves gray-green above, white-wooly below; and blue 
lobelia and its red cousin, cardinal flower. To further attract butterflies they put in 5 buddleia bushes, 
3 kinds of milkweed, and butterfly weed, which looks like milkweed but isn't and has clusters of 
small orange flowers. Whitiker's legacy is still in the garden: asters, goldenrod, iris, day lilies, bee 
balm, lesser celandine and maybe, says Charles, gill-over-the-ground. Many plants in the garden are 
enormous this year, some 2 feet above average. That's because the place has good soil, lots of sun 
and gets watered frequently by a sprinkler to stave off drought. 

So, what comes to the garden? Plenty of bees, first bumble, _then carpenter and now honey 
.bees. It has been visited by 38 or 39 species of butterfly so far. Cabbage whites, silver-spotted 
skippers, and spring-summer azures are the most common visitors. The whites flutter everywhere, 
the skippe�s land on the fence in front of you an9- show off their wings. I've seen summer azures 
flutter in the back of the garden. They go to the buddleia as do monarchs and this tiger swallowtail 
in Charles's photo. Joe-Pye weed is popular with azures and orange sulfurs, and the azures also go 
to boneset. All these butterflies come to sip nectar. Others lay eggs on their fav?rite host plants. 

While taking this photo of a monarch on 
milkweed, Charles saw her grab a leaf by the 
surface then curl her abdomen down and around 
to lay one tiny egg. If you look carefully, you may 
see a dot of an egg on the leaf above her. 

· Besides bees and butterflies, Charles has
seen cicada killers, sphinx moths, and an assassin 
bug which killed a cabbage white before it or 
Charles realized. Sitting at the edge of his 30' x 
20' garden, he watches spiders build their 
complex webs_at lightning speed. You should ask 
to see his photos. Uncropped, they are the size of 
this page and in glorious color. These days, every 
park regular knows where you mean when you 
speak of Charles's Garden. 
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photographs, some are floppy disks, some black and white prints, and some as slides that have not 
come back from the shop. I have spent many hours on this saga, trying to verify the names of birds 
and people. The birds seem to be complete, but som� of the people may be missing. I began working 
on this Christmas Count last summer and I YEARN to complete it. There is one other hinderance. 
I got up to see the full moon at the Solstice. Dec. 23. I hit my foot on a planter and broke my toe. 
These days I hobble, but not far. So fact-checking must be done by phone. I wish for YOU a year 
of mobility and a lack of tedium. 

My thanks to all of you who did NOT write checks to subscribe to The Elliott Newsletter for 
2000. I have thought long and hard, and finally decided I will try to put out the news for one more 
year. If you have not sent your check, please delay it until the end of January when I can struggle 
to a bank. If you have already sent a check, I promise to process it. If you wish to send cash, wrap 
a twenty in paper with your name, address, zip and write "paid cash in full." I hope you enjoy this 
'last issue of 1999. 

The Central Park Christmas Bird Count~1999 

pied-billed grebe 2 
double-crested cormorant 1 
great blue heron 5 
mute swan 4 
Canada goose 170 
mallard 656 
American black duck 57 
gadwall 4 
green-winged teal 1 
northern shoveler 73 
wood duck 3 
lesser scaup 3 
bufflehead 17 
ruddy duck 209 
hooded merganser 2 
red-breasted merganser 1 
American coot 25 
American woodcock 1 
ring-billed gull 77 4 
herring gull 319 
great black-backed gull 40 
sharp-shinned hawk 2 
Cooper's hawk 2 
red-tailed hawk 9 
red-shouldered hawk 1 
American kestrel 3 
peregrine falcon 1 

rock dove (pigeon) 1157 
mourning dove 21 
long-eared owl 1 
northern flicker 7 
red-bellied woodpecker 46 
yellow-bellied sapsucker 18 
hairy woodpecker 4 
downy woodpecker 59

blue jay 148 
American crow 104 
black-capped chickadee 169 
tufted titmouse 155

white-breasted nuthatch 49 
red-breasted nuthatch 8
brown creeper 3
winter wren 1 
Carolina wren 3
ruby-crowned kinglet 3
hermit thrush 2 
American robin 70 
northern mockingbird 6 · 
European starling 370 
Cape May warbler 1 
northern cardinal 42 
fox sparrow 10 
song sparrow 26 
swamp sparrow 1 

white-throated sparrow 199 
white-crowned sparrow 1 
dark-eyed junco 73 
red-winged blackbird 40 
common grackle 68 
house finch 150 
American goldfinch 49 
house sparrow 1013 

Total species 62 
Total individuals 6,462 

Birds seen in Count 
period: 
canvasback 12/16/99 
indigo bunting 12/16/99 
chipping sparrow 12/16/99 
catbird 12/17&20/99 
(Shakespeare garden) 
2 pine siskinsl2/18/99 
screech owl (introduced) 
12/18/99 
6 species and 7 birds 

GRAND TOTAL 
68 species, 
6469 individuals 

© 1999-2000 by Sarah McCarn Elliott. All rights reserved. No part of this newsletter may be used or 
reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission. To subscribe to all of 2000 send $20 

check to Sarah M. Elliott, 333 East 34 St., N Y, NY 10016. For afternoon winter walks at Dana Center, 

Jan. 22, Feb. 26, March 25, call 212-860-1370. 


	img135
	1999 Elliott



